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TO LIVE UNDER THE SUN 
C om m ercial Sex E x p l o i t a t i o n
COSTA RICA p. i
CULTURAL SNAPSHOTS 
S n i p p e t s  o f  D a i l y  L i f e
INDIA p. 4
NO HUMAN INVOLVED 
P r o s t i t u t i o n  
LOS ANGELES p. 3
DARKNESS IS  AS LIGHT 
The P s a l m i s t  Speaks 
INDIA P. 7
C o m m e r c i a l  S e x u a l  E x p l o i t a t i o n  i n  C o s t a  R i c a
B y  B r o o k e  F r e e m a n
women and teen victims with alternative vocational of my main goals going into
of sexual commerce with skills." I wanted to work with my time in Costa Rica was
a vision to "bring healing Rahab because during my to get clarity on my ability,
to families connected with time at Fuller, I have focused desire, and calling to work
commercial sexual exploita- my studies and research on with this vulnerable popula­
tion through knowing the international development tion of women. Rahab works
gospel of Jesus Christ and and issues related to the not only with women coming
returning them to society exploitation of women. One out of prostitution in
‘  cont on 006
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During my practicum this 
summer, I had the opportu­
nity to do an internship with 
the Rahab Foundation, a 
non-profit organization that 
has been working in Costa 
Rica since 1997. This organi­
zation works primarily with
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E D I T O R ’ S N O T E
from SEMI RELEVANT...
Well, Fuller, it is with great delight that I write to inform you that a new SEMI regime has been hired 
and trained, and my reign of world-class mediocrity is drawing to the close. There is nothing left for me 
to do but introduce your new editor and drive north on Los Robles towards my apartment and into the 
proverbial sunset (I live in a world where the proverbial sun sets in the North). It is my pleasure to intro­
duce Janay Garrick. She is a student in the School of Intercultural Studies, and I am confident that she 
will be an outstanding SEMI editor. She and the new production editor, Matthew Schuler (you can call 
him Snow), will bring a level of excitement and creativity to the SEMI that will make you wonder why 
you tolerated my silliness for as long as you did. So thank you so much for reading. It has been a sincere 
joy and privilege to be a part of the SEMI team this year, and here's Janay!
to SEMI SWEET...
b y  i/ . i  
f o l ia n
Where Brian may have tended toward funny, I will t§nd toward sap and seriousness. With that dis­
claimer, it's only fitting that my first SEMI as Editor-in-Chief should be filled with insights and adven­
tures written by global nomads. I, too, am filled with such wanderlust and passion to see God's kingdom 
unfold amongst every tribe, tongue and nation. Isn't that, after all, why Fuller exists? I sometimes forget 
why I'm here, don't you? It's not to collect Coffee By The Books punch cards, A's, or PhDs. This summer, 
twenty-seven students from the School of Intercultural Studies trotted the globe, sent out on six-week 
to two-month practicums. The purpose? To bring their book smarts to the streets. To live out their learn­
ing practically and experientially. These stories are theirs, written in service to our great and global God 
who loves the nations.







welcomes brief responses to 
articles and commentaries on 
issues relevant to the Fuller 
community. All submissions 
must include the author's name 
and contact information and are 
subject to editing.
Julia Speck (MAT/MACCS) serves with a project called “After Hours" 
in Los Angeles, California, "lam  just a wanderer in this life journey. 





The SEMI is published weekly as 
a service to the Fuller communi­
ty by Student Life and Services, 
135 N. Oakland, Fuller Theo­
logical Seminary, Pasadena, CA 
91182. Articles and commentar­
ies do not necessarily reflect the 
views of the Fuller administra­
tion or the SEMI.
Announcements: Notices may 
be submitted to semi-ads@ 
fuller.edu or dropped off at the 
SEMI Office on the 2nd floor of 
Kreyssler Hall above the Cata­
lyst. They must be submitted by 
the deadlines printed below and 
not exceed 35 words.
Mike Woodruff's practicum included a photography project at 
children's shelter in Bombay, India. He is a 2nd year MACC: 
mikewoodisrough.wordpress.coi
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should be made through the Ads 
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Brooke Freeman is 2ndYear MACCS. Her practicum in San Jose, 
Costa Rica included grant writing and street ministry with the Ra- 
hab Foundation: fundacionrahabcr.org
Becky Burdashaw spent her practicum serving at Project Rescue in 
Sonagachi, India (projectrescue.com). She is 2nd year MACCS/Chil- 
dren At Risk, beckysue.wordpress.com/about/
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I am avoiding the research I have to do 
for my last paper in seminary by doing 
other research. This is the first para­
graph I came upon in a very old article 
about prostitution, but the problem is: 
this is still a very common belief. I share 
my frustration with you:
“All acts of prostitution and solicita­
tion are presently criminal offenses in 
California. Increasing public concern over 
rising crime rates and the rising costs of 
law enforcement and the administration 
of justice have caused some observers 
to question 'whether we, the public, are 
not asking the system of criminal law 
and justice to do too much.'In particular, 
attention has been drawn toward the 
area of'victimless'crimes, those crimes 
in which an attempt to enforce moral 
norms replaces the protection of com­
plaining victims as the primary impetus 
fo r the law. Prostitution in many respects 
is a 'victimless' crime, in that it often is 
a private transaction between willing 
participants."1
In a Spring 2007 class at Fuller on Com­
mercial Sexual Exploitation and Traffick­
ing, professors Mark and Christa Craw­
ford shared the following scenario with 
us which, I still find hard to believe. We 
were discussing how oftentimes when 
prostitutes report cases of rape to the 
police they are dismissed. The logic? If 
prostitutes have sex all of the time any­
way, why would anyone believe them 
when they say that they have been 
mistreated? Have prostitutes given up 
their right to protection under the law 
because of the "victimless" nature of 
their profession? The professors told 
us that the police have a file labeled 
"NHI."This label stands for "No Hu­
man Involved." Cases for or against 
prostitutes are placed there.
How long until people realize that pros­
titution is not a victimless crime? How 
long will these women be stigmatized 
as women who enjoy selling their bod­
ies and actually profit from doing so?
These women need someone to speak
up for them, to tell them how special 
and valued they are.
I've spent the last three years learning 
about "the game" and spending time 
getting to know the men and women 
of Los Angeles who are trapped in it. 
Sometimes when I am on the streets 
and in conversation with these women, 
it is easy to forget just how manipu­
lated they are, how trapped they are, 
and how hungry they are for a new and 
different life. These women are trained 
well howto play the game-they talk 
the talk, walk the walk, and display 
every assurance of confidence.
The main problem people have with 
prostitutes (and why they are not as 
"cared for" as trafficked victims, and 
even wrongly put in a completely 
separate category) is that they are be­
lieved to have made a personal choice. 
Though this is in part true, personal 
choice is just one factor in a complex 
network of issues surrounding prostitu­
tion. Three of the most common types 
of prostitutes we run into on the streets 
of LA are those who make a personal 
choice, those with drug addictions, and 
those who are physically forced.
Sadly many of the women that end 
up in prostitution are those who come 
from a background of abuse, rape, 
molestation, and broken relationships 
with families (especially fathers). It is 
difficult to follow a different pathway, 
once people are psychologically and 
emotionally conditioned in a certain 
way sexually. For example, a thirty- 
three year old prostitute we work with 
was sold to her pimp by her own father 
at the age of five years old. Her father 
had a drug addiction, did not know how 
to take care of her anymore and there 
was no one else in her family to speak 
up for her rights. All of her life she has 
been told that she is a piece of property; 
worth nothing and incapable of making 
her own decisions. She is a poignant 
example of commodification. This 
woman, created in the image of God, 
has become human capital, and it is
very difficult for her to believe other­
wise.
There are others who end up in pros­
titution because of enslavement to a 
drug addiction. This is, to some extent, 
an entirely different type of prostitute. 
Many times these women aren't actu­
ally in "the game" and do not abide by 
the traditional rules. This is a danger­
ous way to be involved in prostitution 
since these woman lack any type of 
protection and are often more careless 
acting out of a dope sickness or drug 
high. Streetwalking is dangerous and 
studies have shown that "sexual and 
physical abuse and rape are prevalent 
among prostitutes. In a study of 130 
prostitutes, 82% reported that they 
had been physically assaulted, 83% had 
been threatened with a weapon, and 
68% had been raped while working as a 
prostitute."2 With these types of pros­
titutes, the prices they charge fluctuate 
greatly depending on how dire their 
need for "a fix."
And finally, there are those who are in 
a lifestyle of prostitution because they 
are physically forced and held against 
their will. This is more often the case in 
trafficking and brothel situations rather 
than streetwalkers. When it comes to 
streetwalkers those being forced into 
prostitution are a very great minority. 
However, many streetwalkers often 
end up in brothels or similar situations 
overtime; and once in the game, it is 
difficult to get out. They may speak of 
their desperate desire to get out, but 
often a paralyzing fear of their pimp, 
who controls every aspect of their lives, 
keeps them imprisoned.
None of these three types of women 
deserve the label "No Human Involved." 
All of these women deserve someone 
who will stand by their sides, giving 
greater volume to their voices and 
struggles. ■
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S O A P  UP + 
S T A R E  DOWN
One of the first 
things a foreigner in 
Kolkata (at least this 
foreigner in Kolkata, 
India) notices when 
taking a morning stroll 
down the street is
the amazing numbers of men bathing right out in 
the open. Water is released to the giant public 
spigots every morning. Men gather round and soap 
up, conducting their morning routines on the side 
of the street or sidewalk. They wash their bodies 
then begin washing cars, dishes, goats, whatever 
happens to need a good scrubbing!
My Face: Phone Wallpaper just an's 
my face 5 
and theov 
set it i<
Saturday morning we took a 
tram ride. I was looking 
out of the window watching 
the city sights pass by 
when I suddenly heard 
laughter. I turned to see 
a man with his camera phone
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an's length away from 
ce snapped my picture 




\  Bible. It struck 
me how much I 
I take that simple 
act for granted,yet 
how much of a sacri-
fice it is for her.
That Bible cost 50 
rupees, little more 
than a dollar, but a 
day's meal for her. 
Takes "daily bread” 
to a new level.
ON BREAD 
ALONE?
Today the ladies 
finished their 
work early, and 
Saachi was sitting 
by the desk
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San Jose, but they also have conducted 
several projects in various provinces 
of Costa Rica to combat human traf­
ficking. These projects involve visiting 
schools and meeting with government 
and social service organizations. Rahab 
educates officials on howto identify 
potential victims of human trafficking 
and howto prevent human trafficking in 
their areas of service.
In Costa Rica, prostitution enjoys an 
interesting status. It's not exactly 
legal, but it's also not illegal. Prostitu­
tion thrives in an ambiguous gap within 
the laws of Costa Rica. What is illegal, 
however, is the prostitution of minors 
and pimping. Therefore, the women 
who work in prostitution and their cli­
ents are free to conduct their business 
on the streets in view of the authorities, 
but prostitution is not recognized as a 
legitimate form of work that is regu­
lated and subject to taxes. The popula­
tion that Rahab seeks to reach are the 
women and transvestites working on 
the streets in the downtown area of 
San Jose. I went with the staff to the 
streets several nights during my time 
there to offer the women and men food 
and coffee and to invite them to classes 
at the foundation. Often we met more 
transvestites than we did women. I 
learned that the majority of women 
worked in bars and brothels while the 
men more often worked in the streets.
Human trafficking in Costa Rica is a 
complicated issue that I can't claim to 
understand after six short practicum 
weeks. In some parts of the world 
women or girls are kidnapped, traf­
ficked and forced into prostitution.
These women are acutely aware of their 
abuse and their need to escape their sit­
uation. In Costa Rica, more often than 
not, women and primarily teenage 
girls are lured into being trafficked 
by an older boyfriend or love inter­
est. As a result, it can be more difficult 
to identify and "rescue" these women 
because most are unaware that they 
are even victims. It can be a challenge 
to convince such women that they are 
being victimized, and the authorities 
cannot help a woman who has no desire 
to leave her situation.
One of the key challenges that Rahab 
faces is trying to impart healthy life 
skills and vocational training. Rahab re­
cently published a book of stories about 
the women in their recovery ministry 
entitled, He Aprendido a Vivir Bajo el 
Sol (I Have Learned to Live Linder the 
Sun). The title was inspired by one of 
the women who described her recovery 
process as learning to live life under the 
sun or during the day, rather than at 
night. In her research on prostitution 
and trafficking, researcher and psy­
chologist Melissa Farley also notes that 
the vast majority of women in these 
situations have suffered prior childhood 
trauma in the form of physical and most 
often sexual abuse. Childhood trauma 
is one of the main causes that direct 
women towards a life in prostitution.3 
At Rahab, this definitely proved true. 
Most of the women they served had 
gone into prostitution because of their 
own childhood sexual abuse or familial 
neglect and physical abuse.
The psychological and spiritual heal­
ing process is just step one for these 
women. It is also immediately critical to 
help them find alternative employment 
and livelihood support for their families. 
The challenge is that the women are 
not conditioned to normal working en­
vironments and therefore, can tend to 
be irresponsible when it comes to class 
attendance and new skills training.
With my background in business, one of 
my main projects at Rahab was to help 
them develop a business plan to start a 
catering company that would provide 
more consistent alternative employ­
ment for the women and provide some 
financial support and sustainability for 
the Foundation. In order to develop 
the plan, I researched best practices in 
the economic rehabilitation of victims 
of human trafficking and women in 
prostitution. I learned that economic 
recovery is truly another healing and 
rehabilitation process of its own. 
Extensive life skills training, ongoing 
emotional and community support, and 
appropriate job types that reduce the 
likelihood of re-entry or victimization 
are just a few of the considerations for 
this type of program. There are many 
grassroots organizations around the 
world that are inventing creative alter­
natives for women leaving prostitution/ 
trafficking. There are new business 
models being developed in partnership 
with corporate sponsors to meet the 
needs of this vulnerable population.
Although I am not sure what the future 
holds, I am excited to see how Chris­
tians around the world will continue 
to leverage the economic power of 
business to serve the least of these, 
witnessing their entrance into new lives 
under the sun. ■
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p o n a g a c h i ,  I n d i a
Have you ever looked into the eyes 
of a young girl waiting in an al­
leyway for a customer to walk up? 
It's not an easy thing. Have you 
ever touched the scars on a girl's 
arms, scars left by her own tortured 
mother? It causes real physical 
pain in my own body. Have you 
ever listened to a young girl de­
scribe her greatest dream as "get­
ting myself and mother out of this 
hell"? It breaks your heart.
This is true darkness.
I've been working in Project Res-
els). There are over ten thousand 
known women and girls working 
in Sonagachi, but even the girls 
will tell you: there are many more 
young girls working who are hid­
den away. Project Rescue's work 
with sexually exploited women 
and children is three-fold: rescue, 
restore, prevent. With statistics 
saying 95% of the children raised in 
India's brothels will join the trade, 
prevention, and thus the evening 
care center, is a vital part of their 
ministry.
In India, the darkness that I had
cue's evening care center for chil­
dren who live in Kolkata, India's 
Sonagachi red-light district. A few 
nights ago the power went out at 
the evening care center. Nothing 
dramatic about that; power goes 
out pretty consistently here. We 
turned on some battery-operated 
lanterns and flashlights and went 
about our business. But this power 
outage was different. Much of 
^ th e  city had been affected. As we 
drove home in the taxi, there was a 
deep darkness everywhere I looked. 
And my heart filled with this pas­
sage yet again... even the darkness 
will not be dark to you... for dark­
ness is as light to you.
It is so easy to see the darkness 
of this city, of the human heart, 
especially working where I am 
in Sonagachi, one of Asia's larg­
est red-light districts (you might 
be familiar with Sonagachi from 
the documentary Born into Broth-
P s a l m  1 3 9 : 7 - 1 2
only read about and studied from 




a part of my daily life. To be honest, 
I have had a difficult time writing 
this particular article because, you 
see, the ladies and children of the 
district are no longer a category, a 
statistic, a people group, they are 
my friends.
But I have to honestly ask myself: 
"Would I be willing to make my bed 
in the depths?" We are promised 
that God is there, so why would I 
even question? But if God literally 
called me to make my bed in the 
depths, to not go in and out, living 
in relative safety and security, but 
to actually live in this hell 
with these women and 
children, could I do it? I 
don't know.
What I do know is that for 
the women and children already 
living there, His hand holds them. 
His Spirit surrounds them. His 
light shines in the darkness.
There is nowhere too far for 
God's Spirit. Even if we make 
our bed in the depths of hell, God is 
► there. Listening to the girls at the 
vocational center, many of them 
have referred to the district as hell. 
But God is there. For all the women 
who have been forced to make their 
beds in this hell on earth, God is 
with them. His hand holds them 
fast.
For darkness is as light to You. ■
B y  B e c k y  B u r d a s h a w
e r . e i
D I S N E Y L A N D  
By Mike W oodruff
T-minus 6 hours now
I know you're counting down every second 
I know you've been counting down every 
second for days, for vyeeks 
You've been counting them  down for so 
long it doesn't even seem like two months 
have passed
How long has it been to you?
A lot more than June and July 
I know this has been hard for you 
To say the least
Bug bites, dehydration, diarrhea, 
congestion, insomnia, lice,
I lost 15 pounds
But I'm not talking about the physical 
ailments
Those weren't the things that caught your 
breath in the middle of the night 
The fears that you needed to confront 
The things you pretend don't bother you at 
all
But Oh! Do they ever!
Sharks? Rats?
You need to take yourself seriously 
This didn't break you 
I know.
I was already broken 
This was just
Healing
And never forget these kids 
That was part o f the healing
I knew this from  the beginning 
Doesn't matter what you know  
It matters what you live
T-minus 3 hours
I can't wait until I can wear socks 
again and not feel weird about it
It will be nice when I can upload 
photos again.
T-minus 5 hours
Right now America is m y Disneyland 
The 110 is the Materhorn 
Home is no longer a fantasy ■
M H M M M M B M I
D E P A R T I N G  
By M ike W o o d ru ff
M u m b ai, India
I ge t out o f th e taxi and it's ra in in g  sh eets.
I g ive th e d riv e r th e fa re  and he says he d o e sn 't have ch a n g e . I say, Yeah right, 
but it d o e s n 't  m atter. T h e re 's  n o w h ere to m ake ch a n g e  and w e both know  it.
I head into th e a rriva l gate. On th e way, I see a rat the size  o f a ra cco o n .
I go in sid e  and w ait in lin e to ge t my ticke t. To m y left, th e re 's  a b un ch o f security  
o ffic e rs  and one is w e a rin g  a bom b suit. I fe e l like I'm in The H urt Locker. He's  
d o in g  so m e th in g  w ith a ro p e  and a su itca se  and no one se e m s to  know  if th is  is 
p ra ctice  o r th e real th in g . E ve ry o n e  is w a tch in g  th o ug h .
I ge t m y tic k e t and head to im m ig ra tio n . I ge t to th e c o u n te r and th e y  say I need 
to go b ack and fill out th e fo rm  in blue or b lack  ink. I used g reen .
I go again and th is  tim e  th e  m an says I need to  have an a d d re ss o f w h e re I'm  
sta y in g  in India.
W hy? I ask. I'm  leaving  India.
M u ltip le  e x p le tiv e s  later, I'm  in th e  se cu rity  line, w h e re a dude b eh in d  me keeps 
sn e a k in g  up rig h t b eh in d  me, like he's a lizard  d raw n  to  m y body heat. I re s ist the 
urge to e lb o w  him  in th e  gut. T h e re 's  s e c u rity  e v e ry w h e re .
T h e  lin e ta k e s c lo se  to fo rty -fiv e  m in u te s b e ca u se  th e y  se p a ra te  th e lin e s into  
m ale and fe m a le  lines. S e c u rity  is e v e n ly  d istrib u te d  even th o u g h  th e cro w d  is 
not. T h e re  are w ay m o re d u d e s here. S o m e b o d y  g ru m b le s  th a t th is  is th e m ost 
in e ffic ie n t  a irp o rt h e's e v e r seen and I d isa g re e . I've  been th ro u g h  C h ica g o . But 
h e's not fa r off.
Tw o h o u rs later, I'm  on th e w a y  to  Lo ndon.
I'm  h a p p y I'm  in th e a ir and in w a rd ly  fu m in g  th at th e last fe w  h o urs e n ca p su late d  
e v e ry  sin g le  n e g a tiv e  e x p e rie n ce  o f India in one c o n c ise  p a ck ag e .
Is th a t re a lly  how  I w an t to re m e m b e r th is?
T w en ty fo u rs  la te r and I land in Los A n g e le s. I o pen m y su itca se  and th e sm e lls  
a lm o st o v e rp o w e r m e. I o pen m y lap to p  and I tra n s fe r all m y fa v o rite  ph o to s to  
m y ipod. A ll th o se  sm ile s. A ll th o se  m e m o rie s. A ll th e se  th in g s th at w ill n e ve r 
leave m e long a fte r th e M u m b ai a irp o rt does.
Even a fte r I w ash m y clo th e s. ■
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